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1-3- Independent Human Right


 Commission:


To assist with the establishment of the Independent Human Rights Commission in early 2002, UNDP supported UNAMA and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 


(UNHCHR) to facilitate four Afghan Working Groups which drafted programme proposals to introduce and expand human rights policy, human rights education, and transitional justice, human rights for women and monitoring and investigation of human rights.





Achievements:





The Commission has developed and implemented a set of policies and its staff, including recruitment procedures, salary scales, terms and conditions of employment, promotion and disciplinary procedures.  These have been published in a staff manual.  The programme is now fully executed in NEX modality


Five program units created. 


Training and workshops conducted in women rights, transitional justice, children’s rights.


Seven regional offices established.


Production Radio Programme and a TV programme every 15 days on human rights, sometimes in partnership with the NGO, Internews.


AIHRC chairs the Human Rights Advisory Group.  The Advisory Group brings together donors, UN agencies, international NGOs and Afghan 





governmental and non-governmental organisations to discuss human rights issues and to make recommendations, either to the government or to thematic consultative groups established by the government.


The Chief Technical Advisor and one are actively supporting the AIHRC defining and implementing its work-programme.


The Monitoring and Investigation Unit of the AIHRC received 1016 human rights violation complaints during the period July 2002 to June 2003.  The Unit has completed investigation of 365 complaints.  Seventy cases were immediately addressed through the Commission’s contacts with various government offices.  The Unit could not investigate 151 cases, as the perpetrators involves in them remain in power, directly or indirectly.


Monthly human rights magazine printed and distributed in 10,000 copies.


Support to the Ministry of Interior human rights newly established human rights unit.


Translation and distribution of international human rights conventions into Dari and Pashto.





Budget:                  USD 6,000,000


Funding received: USD 5,465,336


Donors: Denmark, Finland, Luxembourg, Norway, Switzerland,  


USA,   USA (USAID),          UK, -





 UK (DFID), & Canada.





Future priorities:





Establishment of a policy and research unit;


Reinforcement of the transitional justice unit;


Human rights education training programme in partnership with the Danish Institute of Human rights;


Recruitment training provided to the satellite offices;


Ensuring the presence of the AIHRC in the new constitutional draft and the existence of a bill of rights in the same draft.








1-4 -Civil Service Commission:





UNDP supported the establishment of the Civil Service Commission (CSC) through financing an Expert Working Group of Afghan public administration specialists from early in 2002, leading to a Cabinet decree. As part of start-up assistance to the Civil Secretariat, provisions have been made for consultative seminars and training workshops with key stakeholders to facilitate the mapping of the Commission’s work programme for the immediate term. Key elements of such dialogue include civil service reform, an update on capacity building needs and setting standards for civil service operations. A project for longer term comprehensive support is in progress.





Achievements:


Refurbishment of CSC’s building including equipment, furniture and stationary


Supporting the function of the so called “Expert Working Group on CS maters”…





(Remainder to the Next No. of the Newspaper).











